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M. FROIDEVAUX'S PARIS LETTER. 

Paris, March 20, 1902. 

Next to the Societe de Geographie, the most numerous and the 
most important of the French geographical societies is the Soci6te 
de Geographie Commerciale de Paris. This association had its ori- 
gin at the close of the year 1873 in the recognized necessity of 
turning to practical account the discoveries made by explorers. To 
bring scientific travellers into relation with merchants and manu- 
facturers and to extend the knowledge of the products of other 
countries, as well as to indicate the readiest means of communica- 
tion — to devote themselves, in one word, to the advancement of 
economical geography — this was the aim of those who founded the 
new association. They began as a Committee on Commercial 
Geography in the bosom of the Societe de Geographie itself, 
directed by such men as M. Meurand and M. Charles Hentz, and 
assisted by the good-will of many others; but the need of an inde- 
pendent organization made itself felt, and the present Society entered 
upon its work in 1876. It was at first without a special organ, and it 
made but slow progress. It now constitutes a body of more than 
2,000 members, with an administrative Council of between 30 and 
40 members, a President — Prince Roland Bonaparte — and 4 Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary-General and two Secretaries, a Librarian, 
and a Treasurer. There are three sections: one charged with Eco- 
nomical Geography in general, one with the geography of France 
and the French Possessions, and one with the study of foreign 
countries. 

Each of these has its own Council and holds its special monthly 
meetings. The proceedings of the Society, as well as those of the 
Sections, and the papers contributed, find their place in the Bulletin, 
which has been edited since the year 1878 by the General Secretary, 
M. Gauthiot. The Society does not manifest its interest in explo- 
rations only by publishing papers on subjects of geographical and 
economical import; it bestows medals, as rewards for remarkable 
journeys, or for special researches in France, in Europe, in Asia, 
in Africa, America, or Oceania. Furthermore, the P.-F. Fournier 
Fund enables the Society every year to assist an explorer designated 
by the Committee on Prizes. 

For students and workers the Society's library affords a collec- 
tion of contemporary literature in general geography as well as in 
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the economical branch, besides an assortment of more than 4,000 
specimens of products, natural and artificial, from all parts of the 
world; one particularly deserving of mention from Chile, contri- 
buted by Messrs. Wiener and Pra. 

The activity and ability of the General Secretary count for much 
in the influence of the Society and its participation in important 
enterprises. 

There is room for improvement in the Bulletin de la Soci6t6 de 
GSographie Commerciale, as well in the text as in the style of its 
maps; but with all this, it is a publication of real value. 

There are sections of the Society, outside of Paris: one, la 
Stephanoise, at Saint-Etienne, and another at Tunis. 

It is hoped the Guiana Section will soon be revived and that 
similar branches will be formed in other colonies. 

The colonies naturally draw to themselves the energies of our 
explorers. These will be greatly aided in the geological recon- 
naissance of new countries, in the study of their botany, and in 
anthropological, linguistic, and historical researches, by the prac- 
tical instructions under the form of Notices, drawn up and issued 
by La Revue ginirale des Sciences Fares et Applique'es, with the col- 
laboration of M. Alfred Le Chatelier. The first of these Notices, 
already distributed, relate to Dahomey and the Military Territory 
of the Tchad. 

With the scientific study to which some devote themselves, 
progress is also made in popularising the knowledge already ac- 
quired. Dr. Blanchard, whose work in this direction last year on 
Madagascar received the support of the Union Coloniale Francaise 
and the Comite de Madagascar, is now doing a similar work on 
Tunisia with the assistance of specialists, and the fourteen lectures 
delivered at the Museum of Natural History On the geography, the 
climate, the fauna and flora, the peoples, the history, etc., of this 
region will constitute, when brought out in book form, an inventory 
of our knowledge of Tunisia at the beginning of this century. 

The admirable articles on the oases of Suf and M'Zab, published 
by M. Jean Brunhes in La Ge'ographie, call for notice. Of carto- 
graphical importance are the geographical co-ordinates communi- 
cated to the Academy of Sciences by M. G. B. M. Flamand ; they 
fix the position of different places in the Oran Sahara, and in par- 
ticular that of In-Salah. A service of a similar kind, though based 
upon data less rigorously exact, is that performed by M. Clozel in 
the lower Ivory Coast; he shows the feasibility of uniting by water 
the Grand Bassam Lagoon with that of Assinie. M. Bonnel de 
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M6zieres, of the Franco-Spanish Commission, reports the determi- 
nation of the sources of the coast river Como and the identification 
of the N'tem with the Rio Campo; while in the French Congo the 
travels of Capt. Julien between the upper Banghi and the Yeuka 
furnish information, made clearer by a map on the scale of i : 500,000. 
At another point Capt. Truffert has made an excellent study 
(printed in the Revue gtnirale des Sciences) on the massif of the M'Bres, 
from which descend the valleys of the Gribingui, the Koddo, the 
Kemo, and the Gunda, affluent of the upper Kwango. The recon- 
naissance and the organization of the lower Shari are excellently 
treated in a communication of Comm. Robillot to the Society de 
Geographie, and are complemented by a paper on the upper Shari 
by M. G. Bruel. 

Too little is yet known of what has been done in Ethiopia; and 
with regard to Madagascar it seems well to wait for the appearance 
of M. G. Grandidier's map. 

In Asia, besides the journeys of M. F. Grenard among the Kurds 
in the summer of 1901, we have to note that a French technical 
Commission under M. Tremoulet has been charged with the organ- 
ization of the mining service, and its explorations must result in 
serious additions to the knowledge of this country. 

Not less important will be the studies of M. Maurice de Lobel 
on the American side of Bering Strait, near Cape Prince of Wales 
and Kotzebue Sound. 

An article by M. Julien Thoulet on Branco islet (in the Cape 
Verde archipelago) seems to dispose of M. Doelter's theory that 
the Cape Verde Islands are the last vestiges of the ancient Atlantis. 

Among the interesting publications to be noted is the Compte 
Rendu of the International Colonial Congress, held in Paris in 1900. 
This volume contains much information of a character useful to 
geographers. In another Compte Rendu, that of the section on the 
History of the Sciences, are two papers of moment to historians of 
geography: one by M. Paul Meuriot on the expression diaphragma, 
and its meaning in ancient geography; the other, by M. Siegmund 
Gunther, considers the cosmographic theories of the XVI, XVII 
and XVIII centuries. 

Such subjects appeal principally to scholars, but a larger public 
is attracted to colonial questions. 

M. Maxime Petit has just published the first volume of a Colo- 
nial encyclopaedia, Les Colonies Fran$aises, the work of a number of 
competent writers, who contribute a series of monographs on the 
country, the races, the history, the conquest, the administration, 
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development, etc., of each Colony. This first volume deals with 
the possessions in Northern and Western Africa; the second, and 
final, volume will treat of the other colonies. The maps might per- 
haps be improved in some respects; the text is excellent, and the 
work, when completed, will fill a gap in French geographical and 
Colonial literature. 

Mention must be made of an excellent work on the inscribed 
stones of North Africa by the traveller G. B. M. Flamand. This 
work, entitled Hadjrat Mektoubat, is a study, accompanied by en- 
gravings, of the first artistic manifestations in the North African re- 
gion, and we welcome it as the forerunner of a corpus of all the known 
inscribed stones there found. No one is better equipped for this 
task than M. Flamand, who has studied the subject for ten years. 

No one, it may be added, in or out of France is more competent 
than M. Alfred Grandidier to treat all questions relating to Mada- 
gascar. He has just published a new and important part of his 
great Histoire physique, naturelle et politique de Madagascar, the first 
part of the ethnographical section, on the origin of the Malagasy. 
The conclusion of his profound study, which is marked by a severe 
method, as well as by ample and thorough erudition, is that the 
Malagasy are mestizos, so to speak, of Indo-Melanesians and the 
most diverse races. 

One work relating to Asia may be noted : the Atlas ArchMogique 
de I'lndo-Chine, published by the Ecole Francaise d'Extrlme Orient. 
In this are five maps by Capt. E. Lunet de Lajonqui£re, on which 
appear all the Hindoo monuments in Annam (maps A and B), in 
Cambodia (maps C and D), in the rest of eastern Indo-China (map 
E) ; the antiquities of Chinese and Annamite origin not figuring in 
this atlas. A descriptive inventory of the Hindoo monuments will 
soon be published. 

An article printed in the Bulletin of the Comite de l'Asie Fran- 
caise by M. Pierre Padaran sets forth the economical and com- 
mercial value of Indo-China. 

Attention should be called to a book on the period of the disco- 
veries — le Comte-Amiral D. Vasco da Gama — by the Countess Maria 
Telles da Gama. This book was read in manuscript by the regret- 
ted Luciano Cordeiro, who pronounced it the best monograph on 
the Admiral it was possible to write at this time. 

A work on Les premiers voyages Fratifais a la Chine, by CI. Ma- 
drolle, contains much information on the Compagnie de la Chine, as 
well as reproductions of unpublished maps; and the new series of 
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the Revue Coloniale, which has resumed publication, is not to be 
overlooked. 

It is a duty to recall the services rendered to geography by Dr. 
Ballay. From 1875 to 1884 he was engaged with Savorgnan de 
Brazza and Alfred Marche in the exploration of the Ogowe and the 
French Congo; alone, he traced the course of the Alima to its con- 
fluence to. the Congo; and he shared with Captains Rouvier and 
Pleigneur, in 1884, the labour of surveying the frontier between the 
Congo Free State and the French Congo. In his subsequent career 
as an administrator he never lost his keen interest in the geographi- 
cal progress of the French African Empire, of which he was, in the 
closing period of his life, one of the most justly distinguished 
Governors. 

Henri Froidevaux. 



